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Conference and the Democratic Caucus en-
dorsed the idea, and, to date, 76 Members
have committed to getting involved. | would
like to increase that number to 435.

Later this week, | plan to introduce legisla-
tion to promote drug-free workplace programs
among small businesses, including special
programs for parents in the workplace to help
them keep their kids drug-free. Later in the
month, | will be introducing legislation to im-
prove treatment in our prisons and jails so that
inmates can return as drug-free members of
society and, in many cases, set an example
for their children. | look forward to working
with other Members on their proposals to ad-
dress this tremendous problem.

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to rise today in support of House Resolution
267, a resolution which expresses our commit-
ment to fighting the scourge of illegal drugs in
our schools and Nation.

We hear on a regular basis about how
drugs are destroying our schools and ripping
apart families. Teenage years are hard
enough without our children having to face the
threat of drugs on a daily basis. A survey con-
ducted for The National Center on Addiction
and Substance Abuse at Columbia University
(CASA) found that 76 percent of high school
students and 46 percent of middle school stu-
dents say drugs are kept, used or sold on
school grounds.

We also know that while marijuana use by
8th, 10th, and 12th graders declined from
1980-1992, from 1992-1996 such use dra-
matically increased—by 253 percent among
8th graders, 151 percent among 10th graders,
and 84 percent among 12th graders.

Mr. Speaker, the survey also shows that
500,000 8th graders began using marijuana in
the 6th and 7th grades, and that those who
use marijuana are 85 times more likely to use
cocaine than those who abstain from mari-
juana.

Former HEW Secretary and President of the
National Center on Addiction and Drug Abuse,
Joseph Califano, Jr., recently spoke on the
gravity of the problem. He said “While our
schools used to be sanctuaries for students,
many have become candy stores of dan-
gerous substances—cigarettes, alcohol,
inhalants, marijuana, heroin, cocaine and
acid—sold or used by classmates on the
school grounds.”

It is important that we remain committed to
eradicating the use of drugs from our schools
and making sure that everyone—students,
parents, teachers—know that there is zero tol-
erance when it comes to the use of illegal
drugs.

| urge all my colleagues to join in supporting
this important resolution.

Mr. RIGGS. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
rise in support of House Resolution 267, a
resolution which expresses our commitment to
fighting the plague of illegal drugs.

In a report released by the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy last December, sta-
tistics paint the picture of the extent of the
drug problem in this country:

An estimated 12.8 Americans—about 6 per-
cent of the household population aged twelve
and older—have used drugs within the past 30
days.

Every year drug abuse kills 14,000 Ameri-
cans and costs taxpayers nearly $70 billion.

Drug abuse fuels spouse and child abuse,
property and violent crime, the incarceration of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

young men and women, the spread of AIDS,
workplace accidents, motor vehicle accidents,
and absenteeism.

Drug use among our Nation’s youth has, un-
fortunately, increased 126 percent among
eighth graders between 1991 and 1996.

Every day, an average of 6,488 American
children and teens try marijuana for the first
time; 1,786 try cocaine; and 386 try heroin.

Other surveys show:

More than one-half or 54.3 percent of our
high school seniors have tried an illicit drug,
and about one in four or 26.2 percent use illicit
drugs on a regular or monthly basis.

And the prevalence of the problem cuts
across all gender, race, and geographic
groups.

As I've mentioned on other occasions, | be-
lieve one of the leading causes of the drug
scourge in this country is the decline and
break-up of the American family. If we can get
our families back together, then | believe we
will begin to make real progress in the war on
drugs. It starts at this most basic unit of soci-
ety. If we can turn the tide in the family, then
we can turn the tide in the nation.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution represents one
step in turning the tide. It sends a message
that the distribution, sale and use of illegal
drugs in schools will simply not be tolerated.
I's a message that's much-needed and over-
due.

| urge my colleagues to support the resolu-
tion.

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in strong support of this resolution that ex-
presses the sense of the House that all
schools should be drug-free and that the sale,
distribution and use of illegal drugs at school
is unacceptable. | urge my colleagues to join
me in passing this important resolution.

As the former Superintendent of North Caro-
lina’s public schools, | know firsthand that we
cannot expect our children to learn in drug-in-
fested surroundings. We cannot expect our
teachers to provide quality instruction in an
arena infiltrated by the scourge of drugs. And
we cannot expect our families, parents, busi-
nesses and communities to support our public
education system unless we are doing every-
thing possible to make our schools drug-free.

A recent survey conducted for the National
Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at
Columbia University found that seventy-six
percent of high school students and forty-six
percent of middle school students say drugs
are kept, used or sold on school grounds.
These appalling statistics are simply unaccept-
able.

House Resolution 267 also states that all
federal, state and local drug fighting agencies
should work together with schools and parents
to ensure that a renewed effort be made to
fight drug use; and that all governmental lead-
ers and parents should share in raising the
awareness of this issue. Finally, the resolution
states that Congress and the president should
set a goal to end the distribution, sale and use
of illegal drugs in the Nation’s schools by
2000, and to work with local communities and
parents to achieve this goal.

| urge all my colleagues—Democrats and
Republicans alike—to join me in passing this
important resolution.

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
has expired.
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The question is on the motion offered
by the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
SOUDER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution,
House Resolution 267, as amended.

The question was taken.

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, on that |
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5 of rule | and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Resolution 267.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 23 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 5 p.m.

SUNDRY MESSAGES FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Sundry messages in writing from the
President of the United States were
communicated to the House by Mr.
Sherman Williams, one of his secretar-
ies.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NETHERCUTT). Without objection, the
minimum time for electronic voting on
the first postponed suspension, House
Concurrent Resolution 220, may be re-
duced to 5 minutes if that vote occurs
without any intervening business,
other than rising of the Committee
after the last electronic vote in the
Committee of the Whole on H.R. 6.

There was no objection.

HIGHER EDUCATION AMENDMENTS
OF 1998

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NETHERCUTT). Pursuant to House Reso-
lution 411 and rule XXIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of
the Whole House on the State of the
Union for the further consideration of
the bill, H.R. 6.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
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